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Taunton  Urban  Sanitary 

District. 

REPORT 

v^r  inn 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1904. 

Population  of  District  (1901)  ... 

21,087 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1904 

...  21,516 

Area  in  Statute  Acres 

1.435 

Birth-rate  per  1000  of  Population 

23.3 

Death-rate  per  1000  of  Population 

15.8 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.2 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1000  Births 

97.4 

To  the  May  or,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 

of  Taunton. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  of  the  health  of 
the  Borough  of  Taunton  during  the  year  1904. 

The  year,  notwithstanding  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
from  which  we  have  suffered  in  common  with  the  Country  at 
large,  has  been  healthy,  as  this  Report  will  show,  and  the 
year  will  compare  favourably  with  any  of  its  predecessors. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


1.  Mortality  during1  1904. 

The  total  Deaths  during  the  year  were  340,  or  at  the 
rate  of  15.8  per  1000. 

Of  these  340  Deaths,  19  which  occurred  in  Public 
Institutions  were  non-residents,  and  must  therefore  be 
deducted.  But  10  residents  died  in  Institutions  outside  the 
Borough,  viz.,  6  in  Cotford  Asylum,  and  4  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  leaving  9  to  be  deducted  from  the  total  number. 
The  nett  number  of  Deaths  will  therefore  be  331,  or  at  the 
rate  of  15.3  per  1000. 

The  average  Death-rate  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was 
16.6  per  1000. 


Localities. 

The  340  Deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — 

Taunton  Borough 

244 

Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital  ... 

60 

Union  Workhouse 

36 

340 

Sexes. 

Of  the  340  Deaths,  153  were  Males  and 

187  Females 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  Deaths  occurred  at  the  following  ages  : — 

Under  1  year 

49 

1  to  5  years 

21 

5  to  15  ,, 

10 

15  to  25  ,, 

J5 

25  to  65  ,, 

IOI 

Over  65  ,, 

144 

340 
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2.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

These  numbered  96  :  60  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital,  and  36  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 

The  relative  proportion  of  residents  and  non-residents 
were  : — 


1.  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital. 

Urban  cases 

•  •  • 

30 

Rural  ,, 

•  •  • 

13 

Non-residents  from  outside  the  Union 

•  •  • 

17 

60 

2.  Union  Workhouse. 

Urban  cases 

•  •  • 

22 

Rural  ,, 

•  •  . 

12 

Outside  the  Union 

2 

3b 

3.  Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Whereas  in  the  year  1903  there  were 

60  Deaths  from 

Zymotic  Diseases,  this  year  there  were  only  6,  which  includes 
2  Urban  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  1  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  1  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  Taunton  and 
Somerset  Hospital,  and  2  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea. 

Thus  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  0.2,  instead  of  2.8  as  in 
1903. 

Deaths  from  other  Diseases. 

The  other  chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 


Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  18 

Phthis  is  ...  ...  ...  19 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  28 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  19 

Enteritis  ...  ...  7 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accidents  .  ...  ...  7 

Premature  Births  ...  ...  .  14 
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Births  during*  1804. 

The  total  Births  were  503,  or  at  the  rate  of  23.3  per 
1000. 

The  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was  27.0  per 
1000. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
was  49,  the  rate  per  1000  Births  being  thus  97.4. 

The  average  number  and  rate  of  the  preceding  ten  years 
was  77  and  142.4  respectively. 


Sickness  during  1904. 

1.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


I  received  272  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  year. 

This  is  largely  in  excess  of  former  years,  and  is  due  to 
the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  would  have  been  much 
greater  had  it  not  been  for  the  use  made  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 


The  number  of  cases  notified  were  as  follows  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 


241  cases 
10  ,, 

1  ,, 

21  ,, 


“/O 

246  of  these  273  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 


2.  Isolation  Hospital. 

I  admitted  291  cases  into  the  Hospital  during  the  year, 
246  from  the- town,  and  45  from  the  Rural  Sanitary  District. 
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These  cases  were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total. 

Borough  ...  ...  215 

IO 

225 

Taunton  &  Som.  Hospital...  6 

— 

6 

Union  Workhouse  ...  8 

— 

8 

The  Barracks  ...  7 

— 

7 

236 

IO 

246 

Full  particulars  will  be  found  in  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Hospital,  which  accompanies  this  Report. 


3.  Disinfection. 

This  has  been  freely  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease,  and  also  after  Deaths  from  Phthisis.  297  Houses 
were  disinfected,  and  3671  articles  of  Bedding-,  &c.,  were 
disinfected  in  the  new  Steam  Disinfector.  A  van  has  been 
provided  for  the  removal  of  articles  to  the  Disinfecting 
Chamber. 


4.  Sickness  during  1904. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  the  only  disease  that  prevailed  to  any 
extent  during  the  year,  and  this  existed  in  an  epidemic  form. 
It  attacked  all  parts  of  the  town,  no  schools  were  exempt 
from  it,  and  to  no  milk  supply  or  local  cause  could  it  be 
attributed.  It  prevailed  largely  over  the  West  of  England. 
Fortunately  it  was  of  a  mild  type,  not  a  single  death  was  due 
to  it. 


Some  cases  of  unscrupulous  carelessness  were  discovered 
in  which  children  suffering  from  the  disease  were  exposed, 
and  by  that  means  grave  risks  were  incurred  of  spreading  the 
disease.  In  one  case  legal  action  was  taken. 

To  prevent  the  plea  of  ignorance  I  drew  up,  with  the 
sanction  of  your  Sanitary  and  Drainage  Committee,  a  Notice 
setting  forth  all  the  penalties  which  may  be  incurred  by 
infringing  various  sections  of  Acts  of  Parliament  bearing 
upon  Infectious  Diseases.  These  were  distributed  to  every 
house  in  the  town. 
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If  only  an  elementary  knowledge  of  Hygiene  could  be 
taught  in  our  schools  I  believe  much  would  be  done  to 
improve  the  sanitary  condition  and  healthiness  of  the  coming 
generation.  Such  is  done  on  the  Continent  and  in  America, 
but  we  are  slow  to  move  in  matters  of  this  kind. 


5.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Dwellings. 

These  are  still  improving,  but  constant  supervision  is 
necessary  to  ensure  cleanliness. 

Your  Inspector  made  1305  inspections  during  the  year. 

416  House  Drains  and  408  w.c.’s  required  repair  and 
cleansing. 

The  various  works  of  the  Inspector  will  be  found  in  a 
Table  following  this  Report. 

Three  cases  of  premises  unfit  for  human  habitation  came 
under  my  notice  during  the  year. 


6.  Nuisances. 

The  hew  Horsfall  Destructor  has  been  of  great  value. 
No  less  than  7128  tons  of  refuse  have  been  burned,  and  the 
former  nuisances  caused  by  accumulations  of  refuse  have 
been  done  away  with. 

Nuisances  arising  from  filth,  dust,  and  animals  kept  in 
an  improper  manner,  have  been  dealt  with  in  large  numbers. 


7.  Water  Supply. 

Your  Water  Manager  (Mr.  H.  T.  Coles)  informs  me  that 
the  Luxhay  Storage  Reservoir  is  now  complete,  and  that  it 
only  wants  a  normal  rainfall  to  fill  it.  After  that  we  may 
look  for  that  great  desideratum,  a  constant  supply  of  water. 
Since  last  July  it  has  been  intermittent,  but  it  must  be 
remembered,  as  is  shown  by  my  Meteorological  Report,  that 
there  has  been  a  deficiency  of  4  inches  of  rain  this  year. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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The  projected  new  Filters  at  Fulwood  are  now  to  be 
proceeded  with.  This  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  as  at  times, 
especially  after  heavy  rain,  the  water  became  cloudy  and 
muddy. 


I  have  made  a  quarterly  analysis  during  the  year,  and  it 
maintains  its  good  quality.  I  subjoin  the  last  analysis  : — 


Total  solids 
Chlorides 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Hardness 


45.0  parts  per  100,000 


2-5 

faint  trace 
Nil 


>  > 

y  > 

>  > 

>  > 

) ) 

0.004  ,, 

0.006  ,, 

...  4 


) ) 


8.  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


The  42  Dairies  and  Milkshops  have  been  periodically 
inspected,  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  and  satisfactory  condition. 


9.  Bakehouses. 

These,  30  in  number,  are  in  good  condition.  There  are 
no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  town,  as  I  have  previously 
reported. 


10.  Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  ten  of  these,  and  kept  in  as  good  a  condition 
as  possible.  But  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  is 
not  a  Public  Abbatoir  in  the  town.  I  have  urg'ed  this  for 
many  years,  but  unfortunately  no  action  has  been  taken  in 
the  matter. 


11.  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work-places. 

This  Act  entails  a  great  amount  of  extra  work,  dealing 
as  it  does  with  (1)  Factories,  (2)  Workshops,  (3)  Work¬ 
places,  and  (4)  Home-workers. 


IO 
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The  Home  Office  has  sent  me  a  Table  to  fill  up,  the  chief 
points  of  which  are  embodied  below  : — 


(i )  Inspection . 


Factories 

...  48 

Workshops  ... 

346 

Work-places 

44 

Home-workers’  Premises 

37 

Total 

•••  475 

(2)  Defects  found. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Nuisances 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Defective  ... 

1 

1 

9 

9 

Matters  notified  by  Factory  Inspector 

1 

Report  sent  to  ditto 

1 

Home-work . — List  of  Out-workers. 

% 

Lists 

12 

Out-workers  ... 

...  1 17 

Home-work  in  Infected  Premises. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in 

Home- 

workers’  Premises 

•  • 

5 

Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  1904. 

Bakehouses 

*  «  • 

31 

Dressmakers 

. . . 

25 

Tailors 

•  .  . 

8 

Milliners  ... 

.  .  . 

10 

Other  Classes 

. . . 

103 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


177 
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Meteorology  of  1904. 

1  have  kept  a  daily  register  of  the  Meteorology  of  the 
year,  and  made  monthly  reports  to  your  Sanitary  and 
Drainage  Committee.  The  rainfall  for  1904  was  below  the 
average,  the  amount  of  rain  being  only  25.96  inches,  and  the 
number  of  days  rain  fell  being  155. 

The  hours  of  sunshine  were  1319. 5,  and  the  sunless  days 
numbered  94. 

A  Table  is  attached  to  this  Report  giving  the  monthly 
readings  of  the  Barometer  and  Thermometer,  with  the  sun¬ 
shine  and  rainfall. 


Tables. 

The  Tables  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
follow  this  Report;  also  one  from  the  Home  Office  with 
regard  to  the  Factories  Act. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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TABLE  III 


Taunton  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  Year  1904. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

At  all  ages. 

: 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under  i 

1  to  5 

VO 

0 

4-> 

1 o 

N 

0 

4-. 

U-) 

10 

^0 

0 

4-> 

VO 

N 

65  and 

upwards 

Small-pox 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  .  * 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

10 

... 

8 

2 

... 

... 

Membranous  Croup 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

21 

... 

... 

2 

14 

5 

Scarlet  fever 

241 

34 

174 

29 

4 

... 

Typhus  fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

Enteric  fever 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Relapsing  fever 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

Continued  fever  ... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

Puerperal  fever 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

Plague 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

27  3 

34 

183 

33 

18 

5 

*  .  • 


•  '  I'V’  . 


TABLE  IV 


TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year,  1904. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at 

subjoined  Ages. 

0 

1— 1 

0  . 

w  £ 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages. 

Under  i 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

to 

to 

u 

<L> 

to 

<N 

65  and 

upwards 

c.  O 
z  £ 

M  H 
c/3  r* 

hi  H 
£  75 
£  z 

Q 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping-cough 

. 

•  •  • 

Diptheria  and 

membranous  croup 

Croup 

... 

.  •  . 

.  •  . 

l  Typhus 

... 

,  ,  , 

,  . 

... 

Fever  \  Enteric 

1 

1 

... 

•  »  • 

I 

\  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

... 

Cholera 

... 

Plague 

... 

•  •  • 

.  . 

... 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

I 

Enteritis 

7 

4 

2 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

,  , 

... 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

I 

I 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Phthisis 

19 

I 

4 

13 

1 

4 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  maligant  disease 
Bronchitis 

19 

... 

IO 

9 

9 

15 

1 

1 

4 

9 

4 

Pneumonia 

18 

1 

5 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 

Pleurisy 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  , 

... 

Other  diseases  of  Respira¬ 
tory  organs 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirthosis  of  liver  j 

5 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

•  • 

5 

.  .  . 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

x4 

x4 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 

Heart  diseases 

28 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

14 

r> 

*■) 

Accidents 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Suicide 

All  other  causes 

201 

27 

10 

3 

6 

49 

106 

62 

All  causes 

340 

49 

21 

10 

J5 

IOI 

144 

96 

METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE,  1904. 


■* 


TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances''  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 


in  the  Year  1905,  ( J.  W  Northcombe.,  Certified  Inspector  J, 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer 

61 

Number  of  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  &c.  ...  1 

305 

,,  Re-Inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

c 

0 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  ) 
Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ) 

64 

0 

<V 

a 

73 

C 

I— H 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime-  \ 
washed,  &c.  ...  ..  ...  ) 

259 

O 

VI 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

297 

"3 

C/3 

03 

Pi 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test 

276 

Pollution  of  Stream  ... 

.5 ,ji 

Soils  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

13 

2  0 

QE 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c. 

416 

C/3 

S— ' 

O 

73 

O 

O 

u 

0 

Repaired  ... 

408 

Supplied  with  Water 

26 

3 

* 

New  Provided 

11 

i  § 

Qm 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

*  7 

>. 

Main  Draw-off  Taps  fixed 

1 

a. 

0. 

c/5 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

1 

U. 

<U 

* 

Houses  Supplied  with  Corporation  Water  ... 

7 

£ 

Wells  Unfit  for  Use  and  Condemned 

1 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

2 

Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received  \ 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  / 

663 

73 

O 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  ( 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ...  ) 

84 

c 

-3 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept  ... 

108 

u 

73 

s 

•o 

V 

o 

Bakehouses 

30 

V 

a 

C /) 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

5 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  &c. 

42 

3 

bn 

V 

oz 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

10 

Houses  Newly  Built 

53 

(Articles  of  Bedding'  Disinfected  at  Steam  Disinfector,  3,671.) 
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Taunton  Rural  Sanitary  District. 


REPORT 

» 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1904. 


Population  of  District  (1901)  ...  ...  17*565 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1904  ...  17,415 

Birth-rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  20.3 

Death-rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  14. 1 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  0.3 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  ...  65.0 


To  the  Taunton  Rural  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the. 
Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1904. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  District  has  been  healthy,  and 
compares  favourably  with  former  years,  as  is  shown  by  the 
diminished  Death-rate,  Zymotic  Death-rate,  and  Infant 
Mortality. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


Mortality  during*  1904. 

The  total  Deaths  in  the  District  during  1904  were  244, 
or  at  the  rate  of  14. 1  of  the  population. 

The  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was  15.6. 

Of  these  244  Deaths,  38  occurred  in  Public  Institutions 
in  the  District,  viz.,  4  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  34  in 
Cotford  Asylum.  37  of  these  were  non-residents,  and  must 
be  deducted  from  the  total. 

On  the  other  hand,  25  residents  of  the  District  died  in 
the  Borough  of  Taunton,  viz.,  13  in  the  Taunton  and 
Somerset  Hospital,  and  12  in  the  Union  Workhouse.  Thus 
the  207  Deaths  which  result  from  the  deduction  of  non¬ 
residents  must  be  increased  by  25,  which  when  added  gives 
232,  or  a  corrected  Death-rate  of  13.3  per  1000. 

Localities. 

The  244  Deaths  occurred  in  the  following  localities 


I. 

Pitminster  Registration  District  ... 

47  deaths. 

2. 

North  Curry  ,,  ,, 

80  ,, 

3- 

Taunton  (Without)  ,, 

26 

4- 

Bishops  Lydeard  ,,  ,, 

53 

5* 

Isolation  Hospital 

4  y  y 

6. 

Cotford  Asylum  ... 

34  >> 

244 

Sexes. 

Of  the  244,  1 16  were  Males  and  128  Females. 


The  various 

Under  1 
1  to  5 

5  to  *5 
15  to  25 
25  to  65 
Over  65 


Ages 

Ages  were 

year 

years 

>  > 
y  y 
yy 

y  y  * 

Total  . 


at  Death. 
as  follows 


2?  deaths 


7 

y  y 

6 

y  y 

8 

y  y 

,  78 

y  y 

.  122 

y  y 

•  244 

y  y 

Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

There  were  38  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions — 34  in 
Cotford  Asylum,  and  4  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

These  were  from  the  following-  Districts  : — 

ic  Cotford  Asylum. 

Taunton  Rural  Sanitary  District  ...  1 

,,  Urban  ,,  ,,  ...  6 

Outside  District  ...  ...  27 

2.  Isolation  Hospital. 

Taunton  Borough  ...  ...  4 

Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

There  were  6T)eaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  as  against 
19  in  the  previous  year.  These  were  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  1 

This  gives  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  0.3. 


2.  Deaths  from  other  Diseases. 


The  other  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Heart  Disease  ... 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Bronchitis 

Phthisis 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Enteritis 

Premature  Births 
Accidents 


..  36 
..  17 
1 

..  20 
..  17 
..  4 
..  10 

o 

o 

..  6 
••  4 
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Births  during*  1904. 

There  were  354  Births  in  the  District  during  the  year. 
This  is  at  the  rate  of  20.3  per  1000.  The  average  of  the 
preceding  ten  years  was  24.7  per  1000. 

The  Infantile  Death-rate,  or  Death-rate  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  to  1000  Births,  was  only  65.  This  is  very 
much  below  the  average.  The  Births  registered  in  the 
various  Districts  were  as  follows  : — 


I. 

Pitminster 

92 

2. 

North  Curry 

...  150 

Taunton  (Without) 

•••  43 

4- 

Bishops  Lydeard 

..  69 

Total 

•••  354 

Sickness  during  1904. 

1.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


I  received  during  the  year  87  Notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease.  The  Diseases  notified  were  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever  ... 


5i 

8 


Erysipelas 


*3 


These  occurred  in  the  following  Districts  : — 


1.  Pitminster 

Scarlet 

Fever.  Diphtheria. 

14  6 

Enteric 

Fever. 

5 

Erysipelas.  Total. 

4  29 

2.  North  Curry 

I2  5 

2 

6  25 

3.  Taunton  (Without)... 

!7  4 

I 

2  24 

4.  Bishops  Lydeard 

8 

•  •  • 

1  9 

Medical  Officer’s  Reporx. 
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3.  Isolation  Hospital. 

Out  of  the  291  cases  I  admitted  into  the  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year,  only  45  came  from  the  Rural 
District. 

These  came  from  the  following  Parishes  : — 


Bishops  Hull 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3 

Diphtheria. 

I 

Total. 

4 

Corfe 

ry 

0 

•  •  • 

3 

Creech 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Halse 

2 

♦  •  • 

2 

Hatch  Beauchamp 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Kingston  ... 

5 

I 

6 

Lydeard  St.  Lawrence... 

2 

«  •  • 

2 

North  Curry  ..; 

8 

•  •  • 

8 

Norton 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Pitminster  ... 

2 

•  .  • 

2 

Staplegrove 

1 

1 

Taunton  St.  James 

1 

1 

Taunton  St.  Mary 

1 

I 

2 

Tolland 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Trull 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

West  Monkton 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

Total 

42 

3 

45 

Further  particulars  will  be  found  in  my  Annual  Report 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  follows  this  Report. 


3.  Sickness. 

The  District  did  not  escape  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever 
which  generally  prevailed  in  this  part  of  the  country.  By 
early  removal  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  however,  the  disease 
was  very  considerably  checked. 

Cases  occurred  in  16  of  the  Parishes  of  the  Union. 

They  were  all,  however,  of  a  mild  type,  and  42  of  the 
51  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

A  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  occurred. 
The  sanitary  surroundings  were  found  deficient,  and  polluted 
well  water  had  much  to  do  with  the  latter  disease. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  to  Hatch  Beauchamp  was  completed. 
Unfortunately  some  of  the  pipes  when  laid  had  their 
bituminous  lining  in  a  moist  condition,  which  gave  for  a 
time  a  tarry  taste  to  the  water  and  caused  some  disappoint¬ 
ment.  The  water  itself  is,  however,  of  excellent  quality, 
and  cannot  fail  to  be  a  great  boon  to  the  Parish. 

There  have  been  still  complaints  of  the  waste  of  water 
at  Bishops  Lydeard.  An  effectual  stop  might  be  put  to  this 
by  making  the  delinquents  pay  by  meter. 

The  subject  of  the  water  supply  at  Stoke  St.  Gregory 
has  received  much  attention  during  the  year.  The  river 
water,  which  is  their  chief  supply,  is  impure,  and  the  moor¬ 
land  around  offers  serious  obstacles.  Still,  several  meetings 
of  the  Parochial  Committee  have  been  held,  and  the  subject 
is  still  sub  judice. 

I  have  analysed  a  large  number  of  samples  of  well  water 
from  all  parts  of  the  District,  and  where  found  impure,  steps 
have  been  taken  to  obtain  a  pure  supply. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  sewerage  of  Greenway,  North  Curry,  has  come 
under  notice  during  the  year.  It  is  proposed  to  fill  in  the  old 
cesspit  in  the  Cricket  Field,  and  divert  the  sewer  into  the 
main  sewer  in  the  road.  This  will  be  a  great  improvement. 

The  substitution  of  Pail  Closets  for  foul  middens  at  Stoke 
St.  Gregory  and  other  parts  of  the  district  has  been  largely 
carried  out. 

Many  cases  of  the  fouling  of  streams  by  sewage  have 
occurred  and  been  dealt  with. 


Nuisances. 

In  June  Mr.  James  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
for  the  whole  District,  and  has  accomplished  a  great  deal  of 
useful  work  since  his  appointment.  A  vast  number  of 
nuisances  have  been  dealt  with.  In  the  past,  “  inspection  ” 
and  “notice  served”  has  too  often  ended  the  Inspector’s 
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work.  Needless  to  say,  this  is  of  no  use  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view  unless  the  necessary  works  to  abate  the  nuisance 
be  carried  out.  This,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  now  being  done, 
and  the  general  condition  of  the  District  is  much  improved 
thereby. 

Condition  of  Dwellings. 

Your  Inspector’s  Report,  which  follows  this,  shows  that 
he  has  inspected  1238  houses  and  premises  and  re-inspected 

541* 

He  has  served  401  notices  for  their  improvement. 

The  number  of  closets  dealt  with  has  been  274. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  occurred  during  the 
year,  and  one  case  of  a  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

There  is  a  steady  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of 
dwellings. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

These,  which  number  28,  have  all  been  inspected,  and 
are  kept  in  a  fair  condition. 

The  Bye-laws  should  be  strictly  enforced  with  regard  to 
them. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

These  have  been  inspected,  and  no  complaints  received 
during  the  year. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

This  Act  entails  a  great  amount  of  additional  labour. 

“  Factories  ”  (where  mechanical  power  is  used), 
“  Workshops  ”  (all  premises  not  being*  factories  where 
manual  labour  is  exercised  by  way  of  trade  or  for  purposes 
of  gain),  and  “  Work-places  ”  (where  people  assemble 
together  to  do  work  permanently  of  some  kind),  all  have  to 
be  dealt  with.  Moreover,  all  the  “out-workers”  and  their 
premises  have  to  be  looked  after.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a 
large  number  of  places  are  included  within  the  Act. 
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The  number  of  Factories  in  the  District  is  small,  about 
9  in  all. 

The  Workshops  are  41.  These  include  21  Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  Work-places  is  not  completed,  and  I  am 
unable  to  give  it. 

The  “  Out-workers  ”  number  19. 

The  Home  Office  has  sent  me  forms  to  fill  in  with  my 
Report.  The  chief  facts,  however,  are  stated  above.  No 
action  has  required  to  be  taken  by  your  Authority. 

With  regard  to  “  Factories,”  the  duty  of  your  Council  is 
confined  to  the  provision  of  means  of  escape  from  fire  and 
the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

As  regards  “  Workshops  and  Work-places,”  District 
Councils  have  to  deal  with  (1)  their  sanitary  condition, 
(2)  provision  of  means  of  escape  from  fire,  (3)  special 
sanitary  regulations  for  bakehouses,  and  (4)  Home-work. 

Bakehouses  come  under  “Factories”  or  “Workshops,” 
according  as  to  whether  they  use  mechanical  power  or  not. 

1 

There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  District. 

Registers  should  be  kept  of  all  Workshops  in  the 
District,  as  also  of  all  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies,  Milkshops 
and  Cowsheds. 

The  Tables  accompanying  this  Report  are  those  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  giving  the  statistics  of 
Births  and  Deaths,  the  Causes  of  Death,  and  the  Notification 
of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III.  TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 
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TABLE  IV. 


TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year,  1904. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 

0 

j  . 
tt  w 
D  Z 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 

i  &  under  5 

5  &  under  15 

<N 

U 

.  D 

H3 

rj 

5 

to 

vO 

u 

<u 

TJ 

C 

0 

<3 

vr; 

<N 

65  &  upwards 

Pitminster.  M 

North  M 

Curry. 

Taunton  w 

(Without). 

Bishops  ^ 

Lydeard. 

2 
£  D 

<»  fc 
a  h 

t*  Cfl 

5  z 

u  ^ 

C 

Small-pox  ... 

... 

*  .  • 

Measles 

• 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping-cough 

.  .  . 

,  .  . 

• .  * 

•  .  • 

Diptheria  and 

membranous  croup  ... 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Croup 

.  .  , 

|  Typhus 

Fever  \  Enteric 

(  Other  continued 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

... 

I 

1 

Epidemic  influenza 

,  , 

... 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  * 

Plague 

... 

Diarrhoea  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

3 

O 

O 

2 

J 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

I 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

I 

.  •  . 

Other  septic  diseases  .. 

.  .  . 

.  -  . 

*  .  • 

Phthisis 

17 

2 

15 

I 

2 

2 

I  2 

8 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

4 

2 

1 

... 

I 

2 

.  *  . 

.  • . 

O 

4* 

Cancer,  maligant  disease 

10 

•  .  . 

3 

7 

2 

5 

2 

I 

Bronchitis  ... 

20 

I 

2 

1 

16 

•  •  • 

6 

7 

7 

Pneumonia  ... 

17 

4 

I 

9 

3 

5 

4 

2 

6 

3 

Pleurisy 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs... 

Alcoholism  j 

Ciri  hosis  of  liver  ) 

4 

... 

... 

3 

1 

1 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Premature  birth 

6 

6 

•  »  • 

• « • 

... 

.  , 

1 

4 

... 

1 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

1 

I 

1 

Heart  diseases 

36 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

12 

24 

6 

15 

3 

12 

4 

Accidents  ... 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Suicide 

•  «  1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

,  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

All  other  causes 

1 1 3 

8 

2 

2 

3 

32 

66 

26 

35 

[  1 

40 

17 

All  causes 

244 

2  3 

7 

6 

8 

78 

1 22 

47 

80 

30 

87 

38 

TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'1  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  Year  1904  ( S.  J,  James.) 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer 

•  • 

5° 

N  u  m 

ber  of  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  &c. 

..  I 

.238 

,,  Re-Inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

• 

545 

rj 

.§ 

0 

<D 

a 

c/3 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses 
Premises,  &c.  ... 

} 

401 

Houses,  Premises,  & c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime- 
washed,  &c. 

\ 

39 

Cm 

O 

C/3 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

40 

3 

C/3 

O 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test 

• 

4 

Pollution  of  Stream 

• 

2 

Soil 

Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

•  • 

cd  ^ 
u  O 

T-1 

M 

•S^ 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c. 

•  • 

31 

C/3 

Repaired  ... 

•  • 

301 

-+-» 

O 

C/3 

Supplied  with  Water 

O 

New 

Provided 

•• 

^  rj» 

C/3  £ 

/■">  ^ 

1— {  hM 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

\ 

>» 

Main  Draw-off  Taps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  j 

a 

a 

c/5 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c.  ..  | 

U. 

O 

Houses  Supplied  with  Corporation  Water  ... 

£ 

Well 

s  Unfit  for  Use  and  Condemned 

... 

6 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

.. . 

Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received  ) 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  J 

C/3 

O 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 

1 

f 

*7 

1 

'o 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept  ... 

•  • 

1 2 

0 

C/3 

2 

rd 

O 

CJ 

Bakehouses 

... 

2 1 

O 

a 

C/3 

c 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

T! 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  See. 

b/) 

0 

& 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

... 

28 

Houses  Newly  Built 
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Taunton,  January,  1905. 

To  the  Isolation  Hospital  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Taunton  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  year  1904. 


1.  Number  of  Cases  admitted  in  1904. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  during  the  year  was 
291.  This  is  largely  in  excess  of  any  former  year,  and  was  due 
to  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  only  year  that  approached  this  number  was  18S4-51 
when  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Smallpox,  but  the  number 
then  was  only  205. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted  since  the 
opening  of  the  Hospital  in  July,  1879,  to  2263. 


42 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  yearly  admission  from  i 
to  1904  inclusive:  — 


From  July, 

1*579, 

to  September, 

1880 

42 

From  Oct., 

l880 

n 

1881 

]  9 

11 

l88l 

11 

1882 

76 

11 

l882 

11 

OO 

OO 

r~  1 

64 

11 

I883 

11 

1 88a 

1 

127 

?s 

I884 

11 

1885 

205 

V 

1883 

*  1 

1886 

60 

jf 

1886 

11 

1 887 

93 

11 

I887 

a 

1888 

66 

11 

1888 

11 

1889 

25 

?  1 

I889 

ii 

1890 

79 

11 

I  89O 

11 

1891 

70 

'> 

I89I 

to  December, 

1892 

44 

From  Jan., 

1893 

11 

1893 

182 

11 

1894 

11 

1894 

176 

11 

1895 

11 

1895 

69 

11 

I896 

V 

1896 

6  s 

11 

1897 

11 

1897 

78 

11 

1898 

11 

1898 

4i 

11 

4 

OO 

vO 

90 

11 

OO 

vO 

-0 

54 

11 

I  900 

1 1 

1900 

66 

11 

1901 

11 

1901 

4° 

1 J 

1902 

11 

1902 

144 

11 

1903 

11 

1903 

87 

1 ) 

1904 

1 1 

1904 

291 

2263 


2.  Details  of  Cases  admitted  in  1904. 

A.  Diseases. 

The  Diseases  admitted  were  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  278  cases 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  13  ,, 


1 ) 


Total 


291 
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B.  Localities. 

Of  the  291  cases,  246  were  Urban  cases  from  the  Borough 
and  45  from  the  Rural  District. 


1.  Urban  Cases. 


Of  the  246  Urban  cases,  225  were  from  the  Borough,  6 
from  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  8  from  the  Union 
Workhouse,  and  7  from  the  Barracks. 


They  were  as  follows: — 


Borough 

Taunton  &  Som.  Hosnital 

A 

Union  Workhouse 
The  Barracks 


Scarlet 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Total. 

215  jo  225 

6—6 
8—8 

7  —  7 


236  10  246 


2.  Rural  Cases. 

These  45  came  from  the  following  Parishes: — 


Bishops  Hull 

O 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3 

Diphtheria. 

I 

Corfe 

0 

O 

Creech 

_  ry 

O 

Halse 

2 

0 

Hatch  Beauchamp  - 

_  /-> 

O 

Kingston  - 

r1 

a 

-X 

Lydeard  St.  Lawrence 

2 

0 

Monkton  (West) 

3 

0 

North  Curry 

8 

0 

Norton 

2 

0 

Pitminster  - 

0 

0 

Staplegrove 

1 

0 

Taunton  St.  James- 

T 

0 

Taunton  St.  Mary  - 

I 

I 

Tolland 

I 

0 

Trull 

4 

0 

Total 

-  42 

3 

Total. 

4 

3 

2 


2 

6 

2 

3 
8 


n 


2 

I 

1 

2 
I 

4 


45 
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The  relative  number  of  Urban  and  Rural  cases  admitted 
since  the  opening  of  the  Hospital  is  as  follows: — 


Urban  Cases. 

Rural  Cases. 

Total. 

1879-80 

19 

23 

42 

1880-81 

I  I 

8 

19 

/ 

1881-82 

63 

13 

76 

1882-83 

29 

35 

64 

1883-84 

70 

57 

127 

1884-85 

166 

39 

205 

1885  86 

46 

14 

60 

1886-87 

47 

46 

93 

1887  88 

27 

39 

66 

1888-89 

16 

9 

25 

1889-90 

-  58 

2 1 

79 

1890-91 

29 

41 

70 

1891-92 

26 

18 

44 

1892-93 

120 

62 

182 

1893-94 

132 

44 

176 

1894-95 

64 

5 

69 

1895-96 

46 

19 

6  5 

1896-97 

45 

33 

78 

1897-98 

22 

19 

4i 

1899 

36 

18 

54 

1900 

27 

39 

66 

1901 

28 

12 

40 

1902 

12 1 

23 

144 

1903 

68 

19 

0  _ 

°7 

1904 

246 

45 

291 

Total 

1562 

701 

2263 

C.  Ages  of  Patients. 

As  is  usual,  the  great  majority  of  the  Patients  admitted 
were  between  5  and  15  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
Tables:  — 

Patients  admitted  during  1904. 

Under  1  i  to  j  5  to  15  15  to  25  251065  Over  65 

year  years  years  years  years  years 

o  41  207  37  6  O 
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D .  Sexes. 


1 37  were  Males  and 

154  Females. 

The  D 

iseases 

which  they  suffered  were: 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total. 

Males 

I  28 

9 

137 

Females 

1 5° 

4 

154 

278 

13 

29I 

E,  Monthly  Admissions . 

Cases  weae  admitted  during  every  month  in  the  year 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total. 

January 

8 

4 

12 

February 

4 

1 

5 

March 

2 

3 

5 

April 

4 

1 

5 

May 

J5 

2 

i7 

June 

18 

0 

18 

July 

34 

0 

34 

August 

28 

1 

29 

September 

48 

0 

48 

October 

52 

0 

52 

November 

39 

0 

39 

December 

26 

1 

27 

27S  13  291 


F.  Progress  of  Cases. 

All  the  cases  admitted  made  good  progress;  and  recovered, 
except  4. 

These,  which  ended  fatally,  were  2  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
1  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  of  Pneumonia.  There  was  no 
Death  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  Patients,  the  Nursing  Staff 
had  to  be  increased,  for  at  one  time  there  were  over  90  cases  in 
the  Institution. 

Your  Committee  having  made  an  application  to  the 
County  Council  for  an  Annual  Grant  to  the  Hospital,  Dr. 
Heaven,  of  Bristol,  was  deputed  to  visit,  inspect  and  report  on 
the  Institution. 
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This  he  did,  and  expressed  himself  as  very  pleased  with  ail 
he  saw. 

He  suggested  an  improvement  which  has  long  been  wanted, 
viz.,  sleeping  accommodation  for  the  Nurses  away  from  the 
Wards. 

This  and  some  other  minor  suggestions  have  received  the 
consideration  of  your  Committee,  and  will  be  reported  fully  on 
hereafter. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  thank  your  Committee  for  the  kind 
assistance  you  have  afforded  me  in  carrying  out  a  very  arduous 
and  thankless  task. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer. 


